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mised from his favourite virtue, he would have had no in-
clination to display his eloquence upon it. By moderation,
my lords, uninterrupted moderation of more than twenty
years, have we become the scorn of mankind, and exposed
ourselves to the insults of almost every nation in the world.
By moderation have we betrayed our allies, and suffered
our friendship to lose all its value; by moderation have we
given up commerce to the rapacity of an enemy, formid-
able only for his perseverance, and suffered our merchants
to be ruined, and our sailors to be enslaved. By modera-
tion have we permitted the French to grasp again at
general dominion, to overrun Germany with their armies,
and to endanger again the liberties of mankind; and by
continuing, for a very few years, the same laudable mo-
deration, we shall probably encourage them to shut up
our ships in our harbour, and demand a tribute for the use
of the Channel.

I need not observe to your lordships, that all the great
actions that have, in all ages, been achieved, have been
the effects of resolution, diligence, and daring activity,
virtues wholly opposite to the calmness of moderation. I
need not observe, that the advantages enjoyed at present
by the French are the consequences of that vigour and ex-
pedition, by which they are distinguished, and which the
form of their government enables them to exert. Had
they, my Jords, instead of pouring armies into the Aus-
trian dominions, and procuring, by the terrour of their
troops, the election of an emperour, pursued these mea-
sures of moderation which have been so pathetically re-
commended, how easily had their designs been defeated ?
Had they lost time in persuading the queen of Hungary
by a solemn embassy to resign her dominions, or attempted
to influence the diet by amicable negotiations, armies had
been levied, and the passes of Germany had been shut
against them; they had been opposed on the frontiers of
their own dominions, by troops equally numerous and
warlike with their own, and instead of imposing a sove-
reign on the empire, had been, perhaps, pursued into their
own country.

But, my lords, whether moderation was not recom-